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Though allied in principle, the Church and
the State have often struggled against each
other for control over education. The school
was freely used by both for the strengthening
of their hold on the minds of the nation,
until " the tragedy of the Franco-Prussian
war at once saddened and awakened the
nation/1 From 1870 onwards, the State
has striven hard to mould the mind of the
nation to an acceptance of the principles
and purposes of the Third Republic, and
we have the authority of Professor Scott
for the emphatic assertion that " the Third
Republic has been a powerful and effective
instrument in inculcating on the oncoming
generation of Frenchmen, sentiments of
patriotism and loyalty/' Thus education
in France from the time of Louis XIV
(concludes Professor Scott) has experienced
changes corresponding to changes in the
government and ideals of the State,

At this stage Professor Scott emphasizes
the importance which tradition and custom
have had in influencing education in the
European countries. " By reason of their
power a given type of instruction tends to
survive long after the forces that gave birth
. to it have ceased to be vital." Thus it
was that the classics maintained in the